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Grade Level: 12th Grade
Subject Area: U.S. History, Government

This lesson focuses on the drafting of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Students will analyze an unidentified historical document and draw conclusions about what this document was for, who created it, and why it was created. After the document is identified as Thomas Jefferson’s original draft of the Declaration of Independence, students will compare it to the final document adopted by Congress on July 4, 1776 and discuss the importance of the changes.
Materials Needed: 
· Thomas Jefferson’s “Original Rough Draught” of the Declaration of Independence (one copy per student).
· First printed version of the Declaration of Independence (one copy per student).
· Declaration of Independence: Making Comparisons handout via Library of Congress (one copy per student).
· Teacher’s copy of Declaration of Independence: Making Comparisons handout via Library of Congress.
Standards: 

Social Studies: 

· 12.RH.1 - Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

· 12.RH.7 - Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem.

· 12.RH.9 - Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources.

· 12.RH.10 - By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-12 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Objectives:

· TLW Examine documents as primary sources.
· TLW Analyze and compare drafts.
· TLW Describe the significance of changes to the document’s text.
Lesson:

· While working with the whole class, discuss what a document is. Ask the following questions to probe the discussion:
· What is a document? (e.g., a record of information)
· What are examples of common documents? (e.g. Letter, license, diploma)
· Explain the purpose of the lesson which is to look closely at a historically important document.
· Distribute the copies of Jefferson’s original rough draft and engage the students in discussion (do not identify the document).
· Ask students to closely examine the document. Possible questions:
· Where do your eyes go first?
· Physical condition? Description of its quality?
· What can you read or make out? Alterations?
· Encourage students to speculate the document’s origin, creator, and context. Questions asked:
· Ownership or time period?
· Who wrote it?
· What is the document about?
· Language? Writing style?
· Public or private document?
· Intended readers? Purpose of it being written?
· Complete document or is there content missing?
· Help students to think about their personal responses. Questions:
· What surprises you about what you are reading?
· What do you want to know about the document?
· Ask students to make conclusions about what the document is, who created it, and why it was created. Reveal or confirm it as the first page of Thomas Jefferson’s original rough draught of the declaration of independence. 
· Brief background of document: In anticipation of the independence vote, the Continental Congress created a committee to draft a declaration of independence in June of 1776 in secret. At the committee’s request, Thomas Jefferson drafted the declaration. Revised first by committee members and then by the Congress, Jefferson’s “Original Rough Draught” was the foundation of the Declaration of Independence adopted by Congress on the morning of July 4, 1776.
· Pass out copies of the first printed version of the declaration of independence while reviewing students’ knowledge about it
· What was happening while this was drafted?
· Was this document important?
· Students should think about its drafting, encourage with questions:
· Who might have made the changes to the original draft?
· Where and how were these changes made?
· Ask students how they could tell there were changes made? Most students will see by comparing them together.
· Model the Declaration of Independence: Making Comparisons handout and how the students will use it. Show them by doing the first correction on page one.
· Break the students into groups and assign the groups each a page or the whole handout. On their page they will:
·  Identify unfamiliar vocabulary
· Compare and analyze the documents by marking and making notes directly on the handout.
· Ask students to record their responses to the following questions on a separate piece of paper
· What do you think is the most significance difference(s) in wording between Jefferson’s draft and the adopted Declaration of Independence?
·  Why do you think the change was made?
· Does the wording changes help you understand it better or no? why?
· Bring students back to full class and discuss their responses, page by page, to the questions above.
· Conclude by emphasizing that those who created and signed the Declaration of Independence understood the potential significance of every word in their document to their own lives, the new nation, and the world.
· Use activity on Library of Congress webpage “The Declaration of Independence: Rewriting the Rough Draft” to experiment with different versions of the first two paragraphs and discuss how the changes would have affected the nation’s future.
· Extension: debate if the changes made might have had future impact on events or even an impact on today? 
Assessment:

· View the student’s work with groups and on their own to see if they understood the activity and information.
· Listen to see if students are using critical and in depth thinking to understand the important points of the activity.
· Evaluate handouts and written responses 
· Observe if students stayed on task while in groups or they got distracted.
Reflection:

· Completed after the lesson is taught.
