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In the general sense, I have always had a taste of what Special Education is. My younger brother has Asperger’s Disease so I have always had a firsthand experience. However, from being in this class this semester, I have realized there are many things that I did not know about Special Education. I did not know that there were so many categories that could classify someone as needing an IEP, or special education program help, seeing as I have only had to deal with only my brother’s condition. I did learn that not only are there 13 different categories of special education, that a child can qualify under, but there is also things that I, as a future teacher, can do to become a change agent to break down barriers and bring diversity to the classroom.

Growing up and going through school, I never had much interaction with students with special needs. Those students had their own agenda they followed and because of this I would only see them every once in a while. Thinking back on it there was one classroom where only a handful of children went to class at. But, it was never talked about or even made to my knowledge what is was. We also had a lot of kids that went to general education classroom and would learn the general curriculum. I know this is a stigma but I thought that if someone did qualify for special education that they did not have general education classes. I now know that this is a completely false statement. All that any child that participates in the special education program wants to feel is normal and like their peers. If there is one main thing that I have learned through out this whole class it is that special education children do not want to feel different and if they have to go to the extent of doing the same work even though it is difficult for them to complete it that is what they will do. 


A few more things that I have learned about special education is how hard it can be to just focus sometimes when you have so many distracting elements going on in a classroom. There was a video that we watched in class that showed the class what it would have been like to be a student with a learning disability. It showed how confusing and frustrating learning something new can be sometimes. That video is what ultimately got me to see what some students have to go through and how teachers need to be helpful and not expect that children are just not paying attention. 

In becoming a change agent there is many things that a teacher can do. The first thing is to show kindness, always. A teacher should never use sarcasm, because it can either be hurtful to the child, or the teacher will get an answer from the student that they do not want to hear. This just gets the child in trouble and it only causes more problems. To be a change agent you need to treat the child with respect even if they do not always show you respect because you should always follow the golden rule, treat others how you want to be treated.

I never realized it till I got older, but I am so thankful to have my brother in my life because he showed me and my family how to show true kindness. It is actually because of my brother that my father now has his current job as a Special Education teacher. He states that his main reasons why he went into the field is because he wanted to better understand my brother and also other kids with special needs. This is actually one of the reasons why I became a paraprofessional for special education; I wanted to help students like my brother. I didn’t know it at the time, but Special Education has helped me see that everyone deserves kindness, respect, and friendship. I am thankful everyday for my brother because he is one of the reasons why I am the person I am today. 

Special Education can not only help theirs students, but everyone else as well. It shows people how they should act towards students with special needs and how to just be respectful to a person no matter who they are. What this class has shown me is how to understand all students and what to do to better accommodate them in whatever they need. I have been blessed to have Special Education in my life for most of it because I don’t shy away from any student; I would much rather go help no matter what the need is. This class has instilled tools so I can do that even better. 
